Info from B'nei Mitzvah Programming Meeting – November 5, 2008

Ideas from Parents Who’ve Been There!

NON-TRADITIONAL IDEAS FOR A BAR/BAT MITZVAH

· Rosh Chodesh B'nei Mitzvah – It could be a Sunday morning service with a party following.

· B'nei Mitzvah in Israel – Israel Experts is one company that can help you do this. 

KIPPOT

· You can make your own.

· There are lots of places to order Kippot from on line.  Someone had great experiences at:

· MazelTops – fast delivery, attractive and reasonably priced, and they had a place inside to hide the clips. 

· J.Lowy was easy to use and reasonably priced. 

· Weinfeld Skull Cap Mfg. Co; yarmulkes.com

KIDDISH

· Save Money by cooking the food yourself or buying prepared food at Costco or both.  

· If you are shopping for food yourself, check warnings carefully for nut warnings

· Be sure the mention the CBS nut policy when speaking with any caterers.

· Contact Debbie Garelick at 303-413-8147 for inexpensive ways to have a green kiddish.

· Leah Brachman, Westminster Chabad - 303.429.5177 

· Mark Millenson, Denver -720 839-7383 – The food is very good. 

· Jessica Hersh; Sweat Pea Cuisine 720-273-4014 

RENTAL CITY RENTALS

· Place the order for CBS and make sure the items will be delivered to CBS.

FLOWERS

· Boulder Blooms; 2935 Baseline Rd. Boulder 303-494-5678 

PRAYER SHAWLS

· www.ahuva.com
· Har Hashem has some in their store

· Boutique Judaica; 5052 E. Hampden Ave. Denver 303-757-1317; It was worth the drive down to Denver.  They have the largest selection in the state. 

PROGRAMS

· Miniteman Press – The owners are members of CBS

BENCHERS

· B'kol Echad by United Synagogues of Conservative Judaism can be personalized.  

· Anim Zemirot can be personalized.  Call Pat Solomon at 310-559-4322

IDEAS FOR PARTIES

You can have a party for adults and children or just a party for the B'nei Mitzvah Young Adult and his/her friends. 

· Shorties BBQ in Longmont (A pool hall with other games as well)

· Spice of Life 

· Boulderado

· Fiske Planetarium 

· Have a lazer show, a space talk, or other ideas listed below

· East Boulder Recreation Center or North Boulder Recreation Center

· Have a pool party, play sports or other ideas listed below

· Bowling Party

· Madcap Improv Theater in Westminster – madcapimprov.com

· Butterfly Pavillion

· CU Stadium Club 

· Boulder Rock Gym

· Avalon 

· Louisville Center for the Arts

· Boulder JCC

· Broadlands

· At CBS  (It is easier to dance outside with a rented wooden dance floor.) 

· At your house

· Harlequin's Center for the Performing Arts in Lafayette

· Take a trip with your child instead of a party

WHAT TO DO AT THE PARTY

· Hire party games

· Hire a DJ or a band

· Have a casino night

· Arts and crafts

· Jumpy castle or human bowling

· Pool party

· Oriental trading post has inexpensive party favors

· Jewish star shaped, plantable, wildflower seeds are available at milkweekcafe.com. 

· A Tzedakah project, such as pom pom animals to give to children at Children's hospital. 

INVITATIONS

· Square invitations cost more to mail that rectangle ones

· Order the thank you cards when you order the invitations so they match

· You can make your own by printing them on your computer.  XPEDX and Michaels (using a coupon that often comes in the mail) are inexpensive ways to get blank invitations.

· For the RSVP card, you can't buy stamps from other countries in the US

· Keep an excel spread sheet with addresses to keep track on who is coming and thank you cards.  Especially worth the effort if you have more that one child.  

· You are Invited – Laurie Van Greck 303-786-7733

· The Last Say; 943 Pearl St., Boulder – 303-449-3310 Lots of Bar/Bat Mitzvah invitations to choose from.  Was easy to work with. 

PARTY PLANNERS

· You can hire someone to plan the party and/or kiddish for you.  Both of these people have planned Bar/Bat Mitzvot in the past. 

· Lois Feinstein; 303-748-2024  http://www.i-cando-that.com/ 

· Penny Storchevoy; 303-941-9289  http://revelryevents.com/ 

PHOTOGRAPHY

· Ken Miller www.kenmillerphotography.com 303-444-9866

· Ilan Sherman – silverphotos@gmail.com  He is a member of CBS and is a teacher in our school 

CATERING

· Spice of Life

· Qdoba

· Shamane's Bake Shoppe, 2825 Wilderness Pl. Ste.800, Boulder; 303-41-SWEET

· Falafel King

HOTELS

· You can include the hotel's website in the invitation 

· Someone had great experiences at : 

· Boulder Outlook Hotel & Suites 

· Hilton Homewood Suites 4950 Baseline Rd. Boulder; 303-499-9922

SUNDAY BRUNCH FOR GUESTS

· If the hotel includes a breakfast, ask if the in-town family can go to the hotel for breakfast as well.  Ask the hotel if you can bring additional items.  Then, you can all hang out by the pool.

· Someone has great experiences at Chautauqua Dining Hall

PARTY SUPPLIES

· The Dollar Store – has cheap table clothes, plates, utensils and other things

· Party City, Westminster – just north of Rt. 36 on Sheridan Blvd. 

· Party America, Longmont

· Windy City Novelties - online

· Oriental Trading Post - online

