Synagogue Customs

Upon entering the synagogue, you will see many people wearing a tradition skullcap, called yarmulke or kipah in Hebrew.  It is worn during services as a sign of respect and as a reminder of G’d’s presence above us.  Many men and women also wear a fringed prayer shawl, called a tallit, as a reminder of our covenant with G’d.  Amanda picked out this, her first tallit, on our recent trip to Israel.

The Service

When you entered the sanctuary, you received the prayer book Siddur Sim Shalom.  It is written in both Hebrew and English, and reads from left to right.  Because Bonai Shalom is egalitarian in the treatment of men and women, we choose to substitue G’d’s name instead of “He” during our prayers in English.  In Hebrew, the word for G’d is neither masculine nor feminine.

The Saturday morning Shabbat service is divided into four sections.  The first part is called Birchot HaShachar (the blessings of the morning) and Psukey D’Zimra (verses of song).  Next is Shacharit, or the morning prayers.  The third section is the Torah service.  You also have a second book, either the blue Hertz Chumash or the red Etz Hayim.  These contain the words of the Torah and Haftorah in Hebrew and English, with commentary.  The fourth and final section is Musaf, which means “additional service.”

The Torah service begins as the Ark is opened, the congregation rises and the Torah is removed.  The Torah is a scroll of parchment that contains the first five books of the Bible:  Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  The Torah is inscribed entirely by hand and is written in Hebrew with no vowels.  Our synagogue reads one third of the Torah each year, known as the triennial cycle.  The portion Amanda will read today is from Noach (Noah in English) from the book of Genesis.  
In Judaism, the formal reading of the Torah is a sacred ritual.  It is kept in a special Ark at the back of the bimah (podium).  Every Jewish congregation in the world reads the same portion each week.  When someone reads from the Torah, they are thus linked to the entire Jewish people, and are enveloped in it’s heritage.  As a bat mitzvah, Amanda will read from the Torah for the first time, and is showing she is ready to fulfill the covenant with G’d by being responsible for performing mitzvot, the obligations of Jewish life.

Today, family and friends will participate in the Torah service with Amanda.  They will open and close the Ark, lift and dress the Torah, and be called up to the bimah for Aliyot.  Aliyot are blessings given before and after each section of the Torah reading.  At the conclusion of the readings, the Torah is lifted and displayed to the congregation, then dressed (Hagbah and Galflah).  The Torah is then carried around the sanctuary, where many people will kiss it as a sign of respect.

After the Torah reading, Amanda will chant the Haftorah in Hebrew.  Haftorah is a commentary on the Torah, written by a prophet.  As Amanda concludes chanting the Haftorah, it is customary to gently throw pieces of candy towards her to wish her a sweet life.

Once the Torah is returned to the Ark, the service continues with the concluding section, Musaf.  Musaf includes a prayer called Kaddish, which remembers those who have died and cannot be with us.A special place is reserved in our hearts for Sherman and Lois Ansell, Amanda’s Grandparents who would have been honored and proud on this day.
After the service, please join us for a kiddush luncheon, where we will say the traditional blessings over the gifts of wine and bread, and for bringing us all together for this wonderful event.
Please remember to turn off all cell phones, and no photography is permitted.
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November 5, 2005
3 Cheshvan 5766
Congregation Bonai Shalom

Rabbi Marc Soloway
We are delighted to welcome you to Congregation Bonai Shalom, and share this joyous occasion with us, Amanda's Bat Mitzvah.  "Bat Mitzvah" literally means daughter of the commandment, and it is a symbolic rite of passage when a thirteen-year-old girl begins to take on the responsibilities of an adult in the synagogue.  Today for the first time, Amanda will be called to chant from the Torah and to recite the special Torah blessings.  As Amanda recites the blessings and chants from the Torah she is saying she is ready to fulfill the covenant with God and assume all of the duties and responsibilities of an adult in the Jewish community.  We want to thank you for celebrating with us.  Having you join us makes this day even more special. 

 

Jodi, Larry, Amanda and Jonathan

HONORS DURING THE SERVICE

	P’sukei D’Zimrah
	
	David Greenberg

	Shacharit
	
	Rabbi Marc Soloway


	Ark Opening
	
	Phyllis & Howard Harris
Great Aunt & Uncle

	
	
	

	READING
	READER
	ALIYAH/HONORS

	Kohen
	Danny Paller
	Rabbi Marc Soloway

	Levi
	Rabbi Marc Soloway
	Honored Congregant

	Shlishi
	Smadar Markel
	Honored Congregant

	Revi’i
	Larry Ansell
	Shirley & Paul Goldstein
Great Aunt & Uncle

	Chamishi
	Arieh Markel
	Sara & Michael Ganton
Aunt & Uncle

	Shishi
	Smadar Markel
	Florence & Barry Melnick

  Grandparents  

	Shevi’i
	Amanda Ansell
	Jodi & Larry Ansell 

Parents

	Maftir
	Amanda Ansell
	Amanda Ansell

	
	
	

	Hagbah
 (Raising the Torah)
	
	Lorry Melnick
Uncle

	Galilah 
(Dressing the Torah)
Haftorah
	Amanda Ansell
	Susan Melnick
Aunt

	Ark Closing
	
	Hanne & Ed Ansell 
Great Aunt & Uncle

	Prayer for Our Country
	
	Alise Boxer & Lindsey Melnick
Cousins

	Prayer for Peace

Prayer for Israel

Musaf
Adon Olam
	Smadar Markel
Bnai Mitzvah Class
	Myron Melnick
Uncle
Israel Trip Tour Group




	acharit
	
	
	Arieh Markel    friend

	Ark Opening
	

	
	
	
	

	READING
	READER
	ALIYAH

	Kohen
	Gen 16:1 - 16:6
	Lisa Braverman   friend
	Honored Congregant

	Levi
	16:7 - 16:9
	Larry Halpern 
	Honored Congregant

	Shlishi
	16:10 - 16:16
	Mikhi Ritter        friend
	Jody Chane and Andrea Polse   Aunts

	Revi'I
	17:1 - 17:6
	Emma Schwartz and Julia Sallo  friends
	Sandy Polse    Grandfather

	Chamishi
	17:7 - 17:17
	Janine Starr   Hebrew Teacher
	 Sylvan Zeiden    Uncle

	Shishi
	17:18 - 17:23
	Josh Braverman    friend
	Larry and Cindy Halpern        Parents

	Shevi'I
	17:24 - 17:27
	Larry Halpern
	Barry Halpern    Grandfather

	Maftir
	17:24 - 17:27
	Amanda Halpern
	Amanda Halpern

	
	
	
	

	Hagbah
	
	(Raising the Torah)
	Andrew Chane   Uncle

	Galilah
	
	(Dressing the Torah)
	Judy Polse   Grandmother

	Ark Closing
	

	Prayer for Our Country
	Crystal Scholten  friend

	Prayer for Peace
	Kay Halpern     friend








